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FEBRUARY 
Tuesday 20th:  
Parent Helper Training 9.00am 
 
Wednesday 21st: 
Book Club orders close 
 
Thursday 22nd: 
Parent Helper Training 2.30pm 
Meet the Teacher 3.45-6.00pm 
 
Friday 23rd: 
Meal Deal orders close. NO LATE  
ORDERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMING EVENTS 
 
 

MARCH 
Friday 2nd: 
Meal Deal Day 
 
Tuesday 6th: 
Coffee, Cake & Conversation 2.30pm 
SMART Spelling 
 
Monday 12th: 
Labour Day public holiday 
 

Tuesday 13th 
3 - 6 Athletics 
 

Wednesday 14th: 
P - 2 Athletics 
School Council AGM 6.45pm 
 
Thursday 15th: 
Coffee, Cake & Conversation 9.00am 
SMART Spelling 
 
Monday 26th 
Whole School Cross Country 
 
Thursday 29th: 
End of Term 1. Dismissal at 2.30pm 

 
 
 
 

APRIL 
Monday 16th 
Term 2 starts 
 
Tuesday 24th: 
School photos 
 
Wednesday 25th  
ANZAC Day - public holiday 
 
Thursday 26th 
District Cross Country 
 
 
 
 

Dare to be Excellent 

 

1/2 IS have had a great start to the year! Below is some of the learning we 



Meet the Teacher 
Our first Meet the Teacher session took place on Tuesday night with many families taking the opportunity to provide 
teachers with a valuable insight into their child/ren and their learning. Our second session is next Thursday 22nd 
February, 3.45pm – 6.00pm. If you have not made a meeting time please contact the office to make a time or follow 
the links on the flier in the newsletter. 
 

2018 School Council Nominations  
We are seeking nominations for school council in 2018. If you would like to contribute to the school by being a part 
of the council please collect a nomination form from the office. Nominations are to be lodged no later than 4.00pm 
Friday 23rd February. On behalf of the School Council I would like to extend thanks to the retiring members who 
have made valuable contributions to School Council. Please do not hesitate to come and have a chat if you have 
any questions regarding School Council. 
 

Library 

I would like to thank Mrs Robyn Moore for her work in coordinating the return of the books to the library. Mrs Moore 
has been greatly assisted by Sarah White, a volunteer,  and parent helpers Mrs Pat Kilhams and Mrs Jackie 
Deppler. During this move we are culling books which have not been borrowed for a period of time or are damaged. 
We are also re-homing some of the collection into the class unit libraries in each atrium so they can be utilised as 
an integral part of the daily learning program. This has been a big job and I thank these people for their contribution 
to the school. 
 

Unit information 

Each teaching unit has updated their website page with information about the learning foci for Term 1. Please go to 
our website and your child’s unit page to find the latest updates on the learning program. 
 

School times 

Teachers are on duty in the yard from 8.45am in the morning and afterschool between 3.30pm – 3.45pm. Children 
should not be at school outside of these times unless they are supervised by a caregiver or parent. If you require 
child care before or after school Kids Zone operates an excellent Out of School Care program, 5429 6327, 
www.kidzoneromsey.com.au 

 

Semper Dental  
Semper Dental are servicing the school again this year. Last year the program was very successful. The program 
will take place on the 8th and 9th of March. Semper Dental will be in touch with families who return their forms which 
are due back on the 2nd March.  
 

Parents as Helpers information sessions. 
In order to be a parent helper or volunteer in our school you must attend our Parents as Helpers session. We have  
sessions on Tues 20th Feb 9.00am – 10.00 am or Thurs 22nd Feb 2.30- 3.30pm.If you are  unable to attend one of 
these sessions and would like to help in the school please let us know at the office. Alternative times will be 
arranged for further sessions if required. These sessions are an essential part of our compliance with the Child 
Safety Regulations and our school policies.  
 

Coffee, Cake and Conversation CCC  
One of the many ways of keeping you informed is through our CCC sessions, this term they will be on Tuesday 6th 
March 2.30pm and Thursday 15th March 9.00am. The SMART Spelling approach (Say, Meaning, Analyse, 
Remember, Teach) we are now using with the children will be discussed, please see https://
www.michellehutchison.com.au/p/home for more information. 
 
Communication 

The best ways for you to stay in touch with the learning activities in our school are via 

Our weekly whole school newsletter (please keep your emails addresses up to date) 
Updated app ( available at the app store for free, see details at the end of the newsletter)) 
Website page www.romseyps.vic.edu.au where each teaching unit and specialist area has their own page 

Coffee Cake and Conversation CCC twice per term 

Assembly each Monday at 3.00pm 

We are also available to answer any questions in person at the office or on the phone 5429 5099 between 8.30 am 
and 4.30pm each day or via email at romsey.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au . If you choose to contact us with a query via 
email please know that we will endeavour to respond to you within the next 2 working days. 

If you have questions regarding your child’s learning or any issues related to school please contact your child’s 
classroom teacher first. Your next port of call is the unit leader, Prep – Ms Erin Moore, Years 1-2 Mr Iain Sparrey, 
Years 3-4 Mrs Hoctor-Turner and Years 5-6 Mrs Simone Wood. If your questions still remain unanswered please 
contact Mrs Kimberley Nicholls or myself either in person or on the phone.   
Enjoy your child’s learning growth,  

Loren Peavey Loren Peavey Loren Peavey Loren Peavey  
Principal 
 



School Council Elections 2018  
 

What is a School Council?  
All Government schools in Victoria have a School Council. They are legally formed bodies that 
are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In 
doing this, a School Council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school 
provides for its students.  
 

Who is on the School Council?  
There are 3 possible categories of membership:  
• A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from 
this category. Only two Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent 
members at their child’s school.  
• A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more 
than one third of the total membership of School Council. The Principal of the school is 
automatically one of these members.  
• An optional Community member category. Its members are co-opted by a decision of the 
Council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible 
to be Community members.  
The term of office for members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating 
vacancies for the annual school council elections.  
 

Why is Parent membership so important?  
Parents on School Councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help 
shape the direction of the school.  
Those parents who become active on a School Council find their involvement satisfying in itself 
and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.  
How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in February or March each year. 
However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions 
vacant.  
In view of this, you might seriously consider:  
• standing for election as a member of the School Council  
• encouraging another person to stand for election  
The Annual General Meeting for Romsey Primary School Council will be held on Wednesday 14th 
March at 6.45pm followed by a School Council meeting. There are 5 Parent vacancies for a 
period of 2 years. There are 2 DET vacancies by rotation for a two year term. Any interested 
parents are urged to nominate for School Council.  
The current School Council is as follows: 
 

Retiring in 2018 Election  
Kaye Walker, Elizabeth McDonell, 
DET Members: Leanne Stewart  
 

Retiring in 2019 election  
Parent Members: Amanda LePore, Vanessa Carrew,  
DET Member: Simone Wood, Andrew Zollia  
On behalf of the School Council, I would like to extend thanks to the retiring members who have 
made valuable contributions to School Council.  
Nomination forms for the 2018 elections are currently available from the office.  
Nominations are to be lodged at school no later than Friday 23rd February at 4.00pm.  

RIDDELLS CREEK NETBALL ASSOC. INC: 
 

Register for MRNA Saturday Comp. on Friday 23 February 3.45 – 5.00pm at School Performance 
Centre.  Competition starts in Term 2.  Enquiries:  Annie 0414 413 807 or Flo 0408 360 128. 

Have you outgrown your Riddells Creek netball dresses?  If so, please take to Flo Wallace at school 
office…..$20 refund for dresses in good condition! 

NetSetGo for Preps, Years 1 & 2:  commences Term 2 at Recreation Centre on Thursdays 4.00pm – 
5.00pm.  Enquiries:  Marlene 0438 504 279 or Flo 0408 360 128. 



Safer Internet Day 

On Tuesday the 6th of February the 4/5/6 unit 
participated in an online session about staying safe 
online. Please ensure you have ongoing 
conversations with your child/children to remind them 
about being safe while online and using technology; 
including not posting inappropriate photos/videos, not 
sharing personal information and being wary while on 
social media and game sites.  

Special Meal Deal Day 

Our first Special Meal Deal will be on Friday March 
2nd. Order forms have been given out to all students 
today. The cost is $6.50. Please note that orders 
must be placed by Friday February 23rd.  LATE 
ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. There will 
not be any other canteen lunch orders available on 
this day. 
 

Please note that the canteen is open every day for 
lunch orders and over the counter sales. If you have 
time to volunteer in the canteen on Fridays please 
contact canteen co-ordinator Trish. 
 

Book Club 

The first edition of the Scholastic Book Club 
magazine was sent home this week. Orders for this 
edition will close on Wednesday February 21st. You 
can either order online or place your order through 
the school. If ordering at school. Please ensure that 
you have included your child’s name and class on 
your order. Cash payments need to be securely sent 
in an envelope or zip lock bag. 
If you do not want your child to receive the order 
please make a note of this with your order. We are 
happy to hold it at the office for you to collect. 

Awards to be presented Monday  
February 19th  
Organisation: 
Emily B. 5/6LD for setting up her diary with 
excellence and care.  
Caitlin R. 5/6DM for keeping all her work 
books neat and tidy and taking pride in 
remembering to rule up and write the date.  
Ryan C. 4/ 5BT for his fantastic attitude 
towards learning. 
Matilda G-D. 3/4FH for always being cheerful 
and well organised for learning. 
Noah H. 4/5 BT for helping Mrs Green clean 
all of the paint brushes. 
Lauren B. 3/4LS for displaying our 
organisation key and being very organised at 
home and school – especially with her home 
reading. 
 

Getting Along: 
Lucas C. 5/6DM for helping a new prep 
student to settle into the daily yard routine. 
Ruby D. 1/2IS being willing to help others in 
the classroom when they need it.  
 

Persistence: 
Brody K. 3/4SH for starting his work straight 
away when a new session starts. 
Paige D. Prep JH for having a go at writing a 
sentence about ants. 
Natalie W. Prep EM for doing a great job 
when writing about ants and their nests.  
Zac D. 3/4FH for working tough at completing 
our first place value pre-test. Well done Zac! 
Miley C. 1/2 MK for trying so hard to make 2 
digit numbers in numeracy. 
 

Our award recipients from Monday’s assembly. 

Parent Club  
Our Parent Club, our much valued support group 
for the school, is looking for new members. 
Joining the Parent Club is a great way to help the 
school with fundraising and supporting special 
events, while meeting new people at the same 
time. Last year Parent Club did a phenomenal job 
with raising money for many improvements 
around the school and we hope to have the same 
effort this year. Pleas let the office know if you are 
interested in joining. 



Sports Report  
      
There are two special sport events coming up at the end of the term!  

House Cross Country Day  -  March 26
th
   

Our annual House Cross Country day is fast approaching! For those students and parents new to the 
school, this is a whole school event where all students run/walk a cross country course set up around the 
school and adjoining oval. All participants gain points for their House and there is a winning House at the 
end of the day. Students are encouraged to dress in their House colours and parents are invited to come 
along and support the students. Years 3 - 6 will participate from 9.00 - 10.40 am and Years Prep - 2 will 
participate from 11.10am - 12.40pm.  
The approximate distances the students will run are: 

Prep -2         1km 

8/9/10 year olds (years 3-6)        2km 

11/12 year olds       3km 

The first 10 place getters from the year 3 - 6 events will then proceed to the District Cross Country day to 
be held at Hanging Rock on April 20th.  
 

House Athletics Carnivals – 13
th
 March (years 3-6) all day,  

                  14
th
 March (prep-2) 9 – 12.40pm 

The House Athletics Carnivals are when the whole school participates in a range of athletics and novelty 
events. Years 3 - 6 rotate through the following events: 100m, 200m, long jump, triple jump, high jump, shot 
put, discus and hurdles. Years prep to 2 rotate through novelty events such as bean bag toss, egg and 
spoon race and sack race. They will also have a go at the long jump and a sprint. The first place getters 
from the 3 - 6 events will then qualify for the District Athletics competition in term 3. Students are 
encouraged to dress in their House colours and parents are very welcome to come along to support the 
students and offer assistance if possible.  
 

 

 

Coles For 
Schools 

Please start collecting 
Coles vouchers when you 
shop at Coles and sending 
them along to school. 
There is a box in the office 
to place them in. The 
vouchers are then 
redeemed for sports 
equipment for the school, 
so the more vouchers we 
collect, the more sports 
equipment we get! Please 
get friends, neighbours and 
family members to collect 
vouchers for our school 
when shopping at Coles. 
 

Thank you to the many 
parents and students who 
have already started 
collecting and donating 
vouchers.  
 

Annie Horton 

Physical Education and 
Sport 
 



Bendigo Bank: Proud sponsors of our  
You Can Do It! Program 

Term 1 is a  

SunSmart Term 
Approved SunSmart hats to be worn at all 

times outdoors. 

No hat =  

No play 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 

Absences 

We would like to remind parents that all student 
absences must be reported to the office or the 
classroom teacher. You can do this by: 
• Email 
• Using the Updat-ed app 

• Phone 

• In person 

• A note 

This is a legal requirement from the Department of 
Education. 
 

Late Arrival / Early Departure of 
Students 

All students who arrive late must be signed in and 
given a late pass at the office. Parents need to 
then accompany the student to the classroom. 
Students leaving school early must first be signed 
out at the office by the person picking them up. 
They will then be given an early departure slip to 
take to the classroom to collect the student. This is 
a new procedure for our school. Students will no 
longer be called to the office to await parents. 
 

Sending Payments to School 
When sending cash payments to school please 
ensure that you place money in a sealed envelope 
and that you provide details of what the money is 
for, and that you include any order or permission 
forms with the payment. 
 

Updated Student Enrolment 
Information 

Students will shortly be bringing home a printout of 
the enrolment information recorded in our 
computer system. Please check it carefully and 
return it to school as soon as possible with any 
amendments noted, or without any amendments if 
none are needed. It is vital that we have current 
contact phone numbers for parents and 
emergency carers, and email addresses. 
 

CSEF 

Applications for CSEF (Camps, Sports and 
Excursion Fund) are now open. You are eligible to 
apply if you are a current pension / health care 
card holder. CSEF provides $125 per child that 
can be used to pay for camps, sports activities and 
excursions organised as part of the school 
curriculum.  
If you applied last year and your card is still current 
you need not reapply. 
New applicants can collect an application form 
from the office. You will need to present your 
pension/ health care card when lodging your 
application at the school. 
 

If you are unsure about your eligibility please 
speak to one of the office staff. 
 

Robyn & Liz 

Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you a whiz in the kitchen or a green thumb? Are 
you interested in learning some new tips or sharing 
some of your expert skills? Did you know we have a 
gorgeous Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden at 
Romsey Primary School?  
 

We are looking to re-establish the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden program for our students. 
Our goal is for students to experience pleasurable 
food education – teaching them to grow, harvest, 
prepare and share fresh, seasonal, delicious food. 
 

How to get involved… 

 

Everyone is welcome to come to our weekly 
Gardening Sessions (Mondays, 9.00  – 10.45 am).  
 

We’re calling for parent representatives to represent 
their children’s classes for gardening/cooking 
activities for Term 1. Please let us know by Friday, 
23 February 2018 if you are interested. 
 

Any supplies (e.g. seedlings, fertiliser, cooking 
utensils) would be greatly appreciated.  
 

Please contact Mandy (0408 337 623) or Ellie (0417 
695 058) if you are interested, we would love to hear 
from you. To find out more about the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden program please go to 
https://www.kitchengardenfoundation.org.au/. 




