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	ROMSEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

ENGLISH POLICY




Rationale:
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the world around them. The study of English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society and plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future.
Although Australia is a linguistically and culturally diverse country, participation in many aspects of Australian life depends on effective communication in Standard Australian English. In addition, proficiency in English is invaluable globally. The English curriculum contributes both to nation-building and to internationalisation, including Australia’s links to Asia.

English also helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature to expand the scope of their experience. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have contributed to Australian society and to its contemporary literature and literary heritage through their distinctive ways of representing and communicating knowledge, traditions and experience. 

Aims
· learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on increasingly complex and sophisticated spoken, written and multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts with accuracy, fluency and purpose

· appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense of its richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interaction with others, entertain, persuade and argue

· understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning

· develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an informed appreciation of literature.

Guidelines:
· To develop foundation skills in reading, viewing, writing, speaking and listening through explicit teaching and practise.
 To use a whole school consistent approach to teaching reading (CAFÉ), writing and spelling (SMART Spelling).
To provide appropriate professional learning for staff.
· To provide well-resourced classroom libraries, guided reading resources and levelled text boxes.  
· To follow the school wide assessment schedule using; Running Records, PROBE, PAT R, Words their way, English Online Assessment, Writing moderation, SMART 100 common words,

· To ensure that all students participate in regular reading and writing conferences to establish individual goals.

· To utilise Information and Communications Technology resources to complement the delivery of multimodal texts.
Evaluation:

This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review.
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