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Our School Values Are: Respect Integrity Responsibility

Romsey Primary School is an inclusive and empowering learning community which fosters confident,
creative, caring, curious and collaborative learners who “dare to be excellent”.

APRIL

COMING EVENTS

Friday 5th:
Sausage Sizzle Day
Easter Bonnet Parade 9am
Easter raffle drawn
Second hand uniform sale
Last day of Term 1
Dismissal 2.30pm

Tuesday 23rd:
First day Term 2

Year 6 Graduation meeting
Thursday 25th:
ANZAC Day public holiday

MAY

Thursday 30th:
School tour & Prep information session
9.15—10.30am

Wednesday 8th:
Curriculum Day—Berry Street training
Pupil free day.

JUNE

Monday 14th:
NAPLAN commences

Thursday 13th:
Coffee, Cake & Conversation 9.00am &
6.30pm evening session

Wednesday 29th:
School tour & Prep information session
6.45—8.00pm

Friday 14th:
Coffee, Cake & Conversation 2.30pm

Friday 3rd:
Cri Du Chat Syndrome Awareness Day
(Wear Stripy Socks)

Monday 10th:
Queen’s Birthday public holiday

Tuesday 30th:
Year 5/6 camp information night (3:45pm)

SPORT
District Cross Country
On Tuesday 2nd April we had a 70 strong team of students travel to Hanging Rock on a
beautiful day for the District Cross Country.
We had many students running longer distances for the first time with any students now in the 9 year age
group running 2 kms and the students now in the 11 year age group running 3kms.
Our students performed very well and can be very proud of their efforts across the day.
Thanks to Miss Danica Murphy, Miss Ashleigh Grech, Mrs Jordan Stavely and Mrs Jo Moore for their
wonderful support before and on the day of the cross country.
One standout performer was Emily Wilmann who won the 10 year girls age group. Emily paced herself well
early and was able to finish her race really strong to win with a good margin to the second placegetter.
Emily has had a great term in sport with her excellent results in Division swimming along with this win.
Jarrod Milsom – PE and Sport Co-ordinator

Mrs Peavey’s Post
School Matters

I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe holiday break. It has been a very productive term, a term
in which we have:

Welcomed the new prep cohort

Completed Day 3 of Berry Street training

Conducted 2 school council meetings and the AGM

Established a new School Council and Parent Committee

Completed the 2019 Annual Implementation Plan AIP and 2018 Annual Report which are now
available on our website

Introduced BYOD ( Bring Your Own Devices, Chromebooks) to the Yr 3-6 area of the school

Hosted our Meet the Teacher sessions

Whole School Bush Dance day and evening

Introduced the STEAM ( Science, Technology, Engineering, Art , Mathematics) specialist subject
to the school

A number of staff have undertaken SMART spelling training

School Leaders attended GRIP conference

Conducted Cross Country for the whole school

Network level Cross Country at Hanging Rock

Hosted the Summer Interschool Sports for our network

Conducted 2 CCC sessions for parents and children Yrs 3-6

Inducted 47 parents as school helpers

Installed the new kitchen in the Learning Neighbourhood and commenced some cooking sessions
in the kitchen

Commenced levelling all texts across the school in-line with our new assessment processes.

Tracked positive reward data and developed a system for recognising consistent positive
behaviour
Along with all of these activities and more we have continued to focus on our core business of growing
our children as learners in all areas of the curriculum, in alignment with our new vision and mission
statement for the school RPS is an inclusive and empowering learning community which fosters
confident, creative, caring, curious and collaborative learners who “dare to be excellent”.
AGM
I would like to announce that the new school council elected the 2019 executive members at the
meeting.
President- Elizabeth McDonell
Vice President- Amanda Lepore
Treasurer- Vanessa Carew
Assistant Treasurer- Brooke Whyte
I would like to thank all of these school council members for taking up these positions for 2019.
Cordial, Cake and Conversation (CCC)
In Term 2 we will be holding CCC for the Year 1/2 children, providing them with an opportunity to have a
voice in their learning and learning environment. In Term 1 we have had CCC session with the Year 3-6
children.
ANZAC DAY- 25 April
We invite all families to attend the ANZAC Service with us on ANZAC Day in Lancefield, the service
starts at 8:30 am. Our school leaders and choir will be involved on the day. ANZAC Day is the first
Thursday back in Term 2. A number of children have joined the choir, we hope they can all attend on the
day.
Easter Bonnet Parade and Raffle
Tomorrow (the last day of the term) we will be having an Easter Bonnet Parade at 9:10am in the gym.
All families are invited to attend and wear an Easter Bonnet. The Chocolate Baskets will also be raffled.
Please send in your contributions to the classroom asap, this is a wonderful fundraiser. This year the
money will be going towards Bee Bots for the STEAM room.

Easter Colouring Competition
Results will be announced at assembly tomorrow. Thank you to the Junior School Council for working on
this activity.
Facebook Page
Following School Council discussions at last week’s meeting the Facebook page has been renamed
Romsey Primary School Events and Activities. The page will now be used to communicate activities and
events related to the school and the learning within the school. Currently families are unable to post or
comment on the page. We hope families understand this change as we refine our communication
strategy. I would like to thank the parents and carers who have been speaking to us about how we can
most effectively and inclusively use this page and our other forms of communication to best add to our
school. Please give us a call or drop into the office if you have ideas about how best we can use the
Facebook forum. We want to hear your feedback. If you would like to be on a working party on our
communication channels please leave your name at the office.
Absences
In 2019 we have a target of achieving more than 94% attendance on average across the school.
Currently we have a number of students who are already falling below this target and we are only ¼ of
the way through the year. 94% attendance equates to 12 days of absence in the year, 3 days per term.
Families will be contacted over the upcoming weeks if their child is exceeding the 6% absence
threshold. We know some children have been unwell and we thank families for keeping them home
when they are contagious. We also know that there will always be cases where absence will be affected
by a number of factors. Please make sure you keep in contact with the school when your child is absent
and especially when extended periods of absence are required.
The Updated app has now been updated itself and is now working more effectively for absences. Please
remember to let us know before the start of the school day if your child is going to be absent, this saves
us sending out text messages. If you do receive a message could you please contact us ASAP after
receiving the message as we do need to confirm your child is safe. We will be making follow up calls.
This is a safety mandate from the Department.
New staff members
We welcome to the Education Support Team Rose Moleta. Next term we welcome Mr Ashley John who
will replace Mrs Jacinta Perryman when she takes maternity leave. Mr John will be with us for a few
weeks before Mrs Perryman leaves to welcome her new bundle of joy.

Learning News
Website updates
Class level webpages will be updated on the website for the start of Term2 by April 23rd. On these
webpages you will find the concepts your child will be focussing on in Term 2 as well upcoming events.
Please make sure you visit your child’s webpage after this date. http://www.romseyps.vic.edu.au/ under
the student tab.
Learning over the holidays
The holidays are a time to have a break from the routines of a 9 am school start, after school activities,
making lunches etc. It should however not be a time when we do not read, play math's games, practice
our spelling and number facts. Holidays can be a time when we pursue reading new and different books,
comics, websites and when we record our activities and ideas in a journal. We hope all families will
continue to enjoy doing these activities with their children in a less confined timeframe. Please
remember the skills of reading, writing and numeracy are like our fitness skills. Even 2 weeks away from
the gym or running takes us back in our fitness and capacity levels. John Hattie’s research indicates that
all extended holidays when learning is not given some attention will have a negative effect on student
learning. Please follow the attached link to a DET resource to support all parents in helping their children
with Literacy and Numeracy.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/
literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChildAccessible.docx

Cross Country
Congratulations to Emily Wilmann who came first in her age group at Cross Country this week. Well done
Emily, you are an all round sportsperson!
Premier’s Reading Challenge
The Reading Challenge is on again this year. Please sign your child/ren up, this is great motivation to keep
them reading. Children who develop a love of reading are able to access all kinds of supports in their life to
help them navigate the world. Encourage your child to be an avid reader. Questions to ask yourself. Am I
good reading role model for my children? How can I support my child to be the best reader they can be?
Parent Induction Session
We had 12 people complete parent helper training on Monday evening. If you are wanting to assist with
school activities and need to be inducted please contact the office.
Have a great and safe holiday break. We will see you all on Tuesday 23rd April , ready to start Term 2.

Loren Peavey

Lost Property

Please check our lost property tubs in the pre atrium, the 1/2 atrium, the 3/4 and 5/6 atrium and the gym foyer for any
items of uniform, other clothing or any other belongings that your child has lost. We would like these tubs to be cleared
before the holidays.

Second Hand Uniform Sale

All unnamed uniform items will be offered for sale at a second-hand uniform sale in the foyer outside the gym after the
special assembly this coming Friday morning.

From the Office
Absences

We are required by the Education Department to record
and monitor carefully all student absences.
From Term 2 we will be requiring a medical certificate for
any student who has more than three consecutive days
off school for medical reasons.
Today we had no unexplained absences—thank you
everyone for a great effort in keeping us informed. Keep
up the good work.
From next term we will be instigating a recognition
award for students who have a perfect attendance rate,
and certificates will be presented at assembly to those
students.

Enrolment Updates
Our final award winners for Term 1 at assembly on
Monday.

Easter Bonnets

We hope everyone has been
busy making an Easter bonnet for
our Easter Bonnet Parade at
assembly on Friday morning.
We are really looking forward to
seeing lots of beautiful and
imaginative creations!

We will shortly be sending home a printout of all student
enrolment details. You are asked to read these carefully
and note any changes, and return the signed and dated
document to the office as soon as possible. Please also
return the forms even if there are no changes, and mark
the words “No changes” on the front of the form.

Easter Raffle

The Parent Committee says a huge thank you to
everyone who donated goodies for our Easter raffle,
which will be drawn on Friday at a special assembly at
9.00am. And an equally huge thank you to everyone
who sold and/or purchased raffle tickets. We will
announce the total raised as soon as we have it
available.

School Holidays - Goldfields Library

The Goldfields Libraries school holiday program is out now.
You can download a copy here: https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/holidayprogram
At Romsey Library we have the following program on offer that promises to be lots of fun!
The ODD SoCK CIRCUS Show
Wednesday 17 April from 10-11am
A family event (all ages welcome)
Bookings required via Eventbrite at www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au or by phoning Romsey Library on
54293086

Sand Art Gallery

Today all students have received a pamphlet and a ticket for free entry to the Sand Art Gallery being staged
at Dromkeen on the Riddell’s Creek Road. We hope that lots of our families will be able to visit Dromkeen
at some stage for this event.

Thank You

We would like to thank the Romsey Police for their donation to our student welfare program, from the
proceeds of the Blue Light Disco held in Romsey recently. We very much appreciate this gesture.

RIDDELLS CREEK NETBALL ASSOCIATION INC.
MRNA SATURDAY MORNING COMPETITION: starts 27 April. Players (girls & boys) urgently
required for U11, U13 & U15 grades – all abilities welcome. Contact Nicole 0418 312 776 or Flo 0408 360
128 for further info.
GRASSHOPPERS (NetSetGo) is a modified introduction to netball incorporating skills, minor
games, modified matches, and fun and safe activities, ensuring a quality experience for all participants.
Children (boys & girls) in Prep, Years 1 & 2 are welcome.
Next session Monday 29 April at Riddells Creek Primary School courts. 4.00pm -5.00pm.
VNA registration enquiries contact Nicole 0418 312 776. Other enquiries contact Marlene 0438 504 279 or
Flo 0408 360 128.

SMART SPELLING
Here are some smart spelling activities that students do at school
and these are some examples for students to do at home.

HOME SPELLING ACTIVITY SAMPLES

Meaningful sentences
Say the word aloud.
Write the word.
Repeat for each word
Now write 3 of your words in a meaningful sentence.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Dictionary Meanings
Say the word aloud.
Write the word.
Using a dictionary to look up 5 of your words
Write down the meaning in your own words

Spelling circles

1.
2.
3.

Using different fonts/Fancy Writing
Say the word aloud
Write the word
Now write it in fancy writing.

1.
2.
3.
4.

1.
2.
3.

Pictures
Say the word aloud.
Write the word.
Repeat for each word
Draw a picture for 3 of your spelling words.

Highlight the tricky part
Say the word aloud.
Write the word.
Using a highlighter, trace over the letter in the
tricky part of each word.

Technology
Type your words on a computer and print them out,

4.

Syllables
Say the word aloud.
Write the word.
Say the word again and break into
syllables using your hands.
Show the syllable breaks with dots.

1.
2.
3.

Using different fonts/Fancy Writing
Say the word aloud
Write the word
Now write it in fancy writing.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Spelling Grids
Say the word aloud
Write the word in left hand column of the grid
Speaking aloud, break it into sounds
Break it into letters and write them in the grid

1.
2.
3.
4.

Stand up writing
Stand up at the whiteboard on the wall
Say the word aloud
Write the word
Say the letters out aloud

1.
2.
3.

or
Play on www.Spellingcity.com
or
Use the app School A-Z, use spelling bee

1.
2.
3.
4.

Colour coding
Say the word aloud
Write the word
Trace over the letters that make a consonant
sound in blue
Trace over the letters that make a vowel
sound in red

Romsey Primary School
PREP INFORMATION SESSIONS AND SCHOOL TOUR
DATES FOR 2020
ENROLMENTS
Information Session & Tour
Date:
Wednesday 29th May 2019
Time:
6:45pm – 8.00pm
Venue:
Library
Information Session & Tour
Date:
Thursday 30th May 2019
Time:
9.15am – 10.30am
Venue:
Library
Prep Tours
Date:
Tuesday 4h June 2019
Time:
9.15am – 10.00am
Venue:
Office
Date:
Time:
Venue:

Wednesday 5th June 2019
9.15am – 10.00am
Office

Information Session for families enrolled for Prep 2020
Date:
Tuesday 22nd October 2019
Time:
7.00pm – 8.00pm
Venue:
Library
Date:
Time:
Venue:

Wednesday 23rd October 2019
9:15am – 10:15am
Library

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Romsey Primary School is excited to be participating. The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a
set number of books by 6 September 2019.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier
and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
If your child is interested in participating in the Premiers Reading Challenge in 2019 please complete the following form and return it to the office or Mrs. Coffey Room 8

My child is interested in taking part in the Premiers Reading Challenge.
Childs name:

Class:

Last Tuesday was Autism Awareness Day, and many of our classes discussed some of the issues for people who
are diagnosed as being on the Autism Spectrum.

Young creatives wanted for new monthly
performance night
Young people aged 12–25 years are encouraged to share their talents in front of a live audience at a new
youth open mic night in Gisborne.
Musicians, singers, poets, comedians, dancers, story-tellers and more are invited to perform at the
monthly event, which is hosted by Council’s Music in the Sticks (MITS) program.
Performers will be able to access a PA, stage, microphones and amplifier, along with instruments such as
a drum-kit, bass guitar, keyboard and guitar.
Whether you’re performing or cheering friends along, don’t miss out on being part of the shire’s new youth
open mic night.
The next open mic night is being held on Friday 5 April, from 6pm–8pm at Gisborne Mechanics Institute,
8A Hamilton Street, Gisborne.
The cost is $2, and participants are welcome to bring their own instrument or use the ones supplied.
The event is drug, alcohol and tobacco free.
To find out more or register your interest, contact Natalie on 5422 0242 or email mits@mrsc.vic.gov.au

Have you got stripy
socks? Wear them
on Friday 3rd May
to raise awareness
for Cri Du Chat
Syndrome.

