
 

 

Issue 4 17th March 2023 

Principal:   
Mrs Melanie Stewart  

Ph: 5429 5099  
School Council President:   

Mrs Danielle Gillham 
Email:  

romsey.ps@education.vic.gov.au      
Website:  

www.romseyps.vic.edu.au   

Our School Values Are: Respect  Integrity  Responsibility 

Romsey Primary School is an inclusive and empowering learning community which fosters confident,  
creative, caring, curious and collaborative learners who “dare to be excellent”.  

MARCH 2023: 
Friday 17th: 
Bookclub Orders Close 
 
Tuesday 21st: 
GRIP Forms & Payment Due 
Semper Dental 
 
Wednesday 22nd: 
Semper Dental 
 
Friday 24th: 
Meal Deal Orders Close 
 
 

Sunday 26th: 
Hot Cross Bun orders due 
 
Tuesday 28th: 
GRIP Leadership Conference 
 
Wednesday 29th: 
2024 Prep Tour @ 10am 
 
Friday 31st: 
Meal Deal Day 
 
APRIL 2023: 
Tuesday 4th: 
Yr 3-6 Athletics 

Thursday 6th: 
Prep—Yr 2 Athletics 
Last day of term—2:30pm dismissal 
 
Friday 7th: 
Good Friday—Public Holiday 
 
Monday 24th: 
Frist day of Term 2—Curriculum Day 
 
Tuesday 25th: 
ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
 
Wednesday 26th: 
Students Return 

Term 1 is a SunSmart term. Please remember to bring your sun hat to school. 

Congratulations to all of our Toot Toot award winners this past 2 weeks! 



 

 

Good Afternoon Parents & Guardians, 
 
CROSS COUNTRY 
Last Thursday and Friday we held very successful interschool sports cross country days. Thursday 
saw our Senior students show resilience and a real ‘have a go’ attitude in their events. On Friday our 
Junior students had their turn and it was wonderful to see them all have a go and run their course 
with smiles on their faces. Congratulations to all of our students for their support and 
encouragement of one another and a special mention to our amazing Senior House Captains who 
assisted and encouraged our juniors during their events. We had many parents, carers and families 
come to support our students and I would  like to say thank you for your continued support of our 
students in school events. A final big thank you to Mr Milsom for his behind the scenes organisation 
and commitment in ensuring that both days ran very smoothly.  
 
BIKE SHED 
Thank you to our students that ride their bike or scooter to school for their improvements in being 
safe in and around our school grounds. Students are now walking their bikes and scooters within the 
school grounds and not riding until out of the grounds and when it is safe to do so. Well done 
everyone  
 
ROAD SAFETY 
It has been pleasing to see more members of our community and students make the effort to use 
our school crossing. Thank you to parents and carers for continuing to model road safety 
behaviours.  
I would also like to remind parents that cars are to be only parked in the car bays not the bus zone.  
 
PARENT HELPERS  
We value and encourage parent involvement and engagement in the school. Parent participation 
has a positive impact on student learning with studies showing that the best predictor of student 
success is the extent to which families encourage learning at home and involve themselves in their 
child’s education.  
Please speak to your child’s classroom teacher if you are interested in helping in the classroom. To 
be able to help in the classrooms you must have a current Working with Children’s Check and have 
attended the upcoming parent helper induction session in Week 2 of term 2. It will be held on 
Thursday 4th  May at 9.30am. If you are unable to attend this session, but would like to be a 
classroom helper, please contact that office and we can make an alternative time. Once you have 
completed this induction we ask parents to complete the online induction annually from 2024 
onwards..  
If and when you do attend to help, we ask that you sign in through the front office. 
 
PARENTS CLUB  
Parent’s Club promotes the welfare of, and provide support to, the school and its community. 
Parents are key partners in their child’s learning. By interacting with the school and other parents, 
Parents’ Club members can use their skills and experience to work collaboratively with others in 
supporting the school and its students, and build a sense of community within the school. We will 
be holding a “cuppa and catch up” on Friday 31st at 9.30am. We would love for you to join us. Please 
see the attached flyer. 



 

 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION DRILL 
On Tuesday 4th April at 10:30am (week 11) we will be holding a practice evacuation drill across 
the school, as is required as part of our Emergency Management Planning. We are aware these 
drills can cause anxiety for some and we will work to prepare our students as best we can, you 
will be notified via email after the drill has occurred. 

SLEEP HEALTH  
Dear families 
While we know sleep is essential for good health, research shows that many children and young 
people are not getting enough sleep on school nights. This can affect thinking, concentration, 
memory, reaction times and mood. 
Research shows about 12% of primary school-aged children, a quarter of 12- to 15-year-olds and 
half of 16- to 17-year-olds don’t get enough sleep on school nights. The recommended amount of 
time to sleep for primary school-aged children is 9 to 11 hours. For teenagers, it’s 8 to 10 hours. 
Signs that your child is not getting enough sleep can include: 
 
• low mood and irritability during social interactions 

• reluctance or arguing about getting off devices and going to bed 

• falling asleep during the day 

• difficulties waking up for school and sleeping in late on weekends to catch up 

• changes to communicating or interacting at home. 

 

You can help your child to improve their sleep by: 
 
• establishing a regular sleep pattern and consistent bedtime routine 

• supporting them to avoid using electronic devices such as smartphones before going to bed 

and in bed 

• encouraging your child to exercise and spend time outside in daylight, steering clear of vigor-

ous activity in the hour before sleep 

• encouraging them to wind down and relax before going to bed. 

 
If your child is still having trouble sleeping, has persistent problems with low mood, excessive day-
time sleepiness, restlessness in bed, severe snoring or wakening unrefreshed, despite getting ade-
quate length sleep, they should see a doctor.  
For more information on sleep health, you can refer to: 
Sleep tips for children and Facts about sleep for parents and school staff, from the Sleep Health 
Foundation 
Why sleep is so important, from the Kids Helpline’s 

Sleep explained, from the Better Health Channel. 

Enjoy your weekend, 

Mel Stewart & Sally Davies 

https://www.sleephealthfoundation.org.au/sleep-tips-for-children.html
https://www.sleephealthfoundation.org.au/facts-about-sleep-for-parents-and-school-staff.html
https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/issues/why-sleep-so-important#:~:text=It%20gives%20you%20energy%20to,some%2C%208%20hours%20is%20enough!
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/sleep


 

 

Spare Clothes 
We understand that accidents can occur from time to time, therefore it is a 
great idea to pack a spare change of clothes in your child’s bag should this 
occur.  
The sick bay does have a very limited supply of underwear and pants/
shorts, however we are desperately low on smaller sizes (especially 
underwear!!).  We are always happy to accept donations of new boys and girls 
underwear. These can be dropped off at the office.  

Entering Classrooms 
Could we please remind parents/guardians to not enter classrooms 
to drop items off to their children unless they have visited the office 
first.  
Parents/guardians are permitted to enter classrooms to pick up 
children early providing they have an ‘Early Departure’ pass from the 
office. 
If you have items to drop off for your child, these can be left at the 
office and will be passed on to your child. 
This will avoid disruptions during class time and avoid unfamiliar 
people walking through school grounds.  
We thank everyone for their cooperation. 

Library 
We welcomed our preps to the library for the first time this year and they were all very 
excited to be borrowing! Maybe there will be lots of sharing at home this week with the 
books that the preps have chosen.  
 
All other classes have been attending each week and it is fantastic to see lots more 
students borrowing and most students extending the range of their reading interests. 
It has also been great to see many of the older students taking responsibility in the library 
for reshelving books and keeping the library tidy. 
 
Can we just please remind parents that we really encourage all students to bring a library 
bag (or a plastic shopping bag is great too!) for the transport of library books to and from 
school. Library books and drinks/food are not happy travel companions in school bags. 
Robyn Moore 
Library 

Scholastic Bookclub Issue 2 
Issue 2 of Book Club will be sent home next week. Please note the closing 
date for orders from this issue will be Friday March 17

th
.  Late orders will 

not be processed. 
 
We encourage parents to use the LOOP service on the Scholastic website 
for ordering and paying for books etc. 



 

 

Late Arrivals & Early Departures 
Please remember that if your child is late to school they must present 
to the office before heading to class to obtain a late pass. This 
eliminates absence notifications being sent to parents causing 
unnecessary worry.  
If you need to collect your child early from school, please present to 
the office to obtain an ‘Early Departure’ slip before heading to the 
classroom.

Staff Car Parks 
We kindly ask that parents and guardians do not park in either of 
the staff car parks. These car parks are for staff and visitors to the 
school (unless previously discussed with the school). Families are 
asked to use Station St for parking.  
 
The disabled car park and loading bay car park located in the main 
staff car park are for visitors with a relevant permit and couriers 
delivering items to the school. Please do not park in these spaces, 
even if just for a short time. 

Reporting an absence 
 

As you can imagine, mornings in the office are often quite busy, therefore 
we kindly ask that if you need to report an absence please do so by 
pressing ‘1’ when you call the main number wherever possible.  

This option is a dedicated phone line for absences and prevents phone 
congestion each morning.  

The quickest and easiest way to notify the school of your child’s absence is on the 
Sentral app. You can also enter absences in advance using Sentral.  

If your child is absent and an explanation is not provided, parents will be sent an SMS 
asking them to contact the school. We kindly ask that you contact the office so we can 
record your child’s absence as per the Department Of Education’s regulations. 

Prior to 2022, weekly letters were also sent home to parents regarding their child’s 
absence for those who had not responded to the SMS message. This process will be 
followed again this year and we kindly ask that if you receive one of these letters that you 
complete the details on page 2 and return it to the school. 

We sincerely thank all families who continue to advise the school of their child’s absence.  

Canteen 
Please remember orders for the canteen automatically cut off 
on Qkr at 9:00am sharp each day so please ensure you place 
your orders early to avoid disappointment.  
If you have placed a lunch order via the QKR app and then 
your child is absent that day, please email or contact the office 
before 10:00am to notify us so your child's order is not wasted 
and can therefore be provided when your child returns to 
school. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy birthday to the many following students who celebrate their 
birthdays this fortnight 

 
Chase R  Jay A  Eva W 

Harper H  Isla B  Abbey S 
Addison O  Matilda S 

Lost Property 
Once again we find our lost property tubs filled to the brim with 
jackets, coats, hats, drink bottles and more! 
Whilst we do attempt to return labelled clothing and items, the 
volume of items can often make this very difficult. 
 
If you are missing any items please come and have a look in 
the office tubs. This is just one of many lost property piles 
throughout the school therefore we strongly urge all parents to 
label their child's belongings. 
 
Both lost property tubs in the office will be emptied over the coming weeks, therefore if 
your child is missing anything, please check in the office foyer asap. 
 

Toys At School 
We kindly ask that parents discourage their children from bringing their 
favourite teddys and much loved toys to school. 
So often we hear of special toys being lost, misplaced and at times, even 
taken causing a great deal of distress to students.  
 
Whilst we understand that these toys are very special and your child 
wants to show them to their friends, it is also upsetting to see students so 
distraught when these items go missing. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Weekly Toot Toot Awards 
Awards from 10th March 

Were Presented Tuesday 14th March 

PHB Hudson P for the outstanding effort you are putting into your reading and spelling 
homework every week. Keep up the great work Hudson!  

PJM Rylie-Jade B for her excellent effort with her homework and reading each week. Keep up 
the great work Rylie!  

1/2A Charlotte P for being an excellent listener and sharing her ideas with the class  

1/2C Kiah S for his fantastic effort to show 3-digit and 4-digit numbers in the expanded form. 
Keep up the excellent work, Kiah!  

1/2G Caelan R for the fantastic effort he puts into completing all learning tasks. Amazing 
effort!  

1/2P Darcy P for trying hard to listen to all instructions and complete his learning tasks. Well 
done!  

1/2S Eva W for trying your hardest and working cooperatively to complete the maths task. 
Xavier O for trying your hardest and working cooperatively to complete the maths task. 

3/4D Honey D for following the writing process to create writing that meets the needs of the 
audience.  

3/4H Frankie N for writing with an amazing structure for your ‘Should students bring phones to 
school?’ persuasive piece.  

3/4M Dakota R  for putting your best effort into all tasks and always having a go. Well done, 
keep it up!  

3/4S Dylan P- for recognising and demonstrating persuasive techniques during a class debate.  

5/6H Heidi B for showing consistent student agency during ALL learning tasks!!  

5/6K Sierra S for having detailed entries in her reading diary and taking on extra math 
activities. Excellent effort Sierra! 
Aurora B having a positive attitude towards her learning and her engagement in 
classroom discussions. 

5/6M Abbey S for her fantastic writing that focuses on showing her audience what 
happens, rather than telling.  

5/6P Eva A for her amazing effort and perseverance when playing Volleyball at the Summer 
Sports Day.  

Art Owen M 1/2 A for always putting time and effort into everything he does. 
Norah G 1/2P for showing a positive attitude and enthusiasm in Art. 

PE Bella P 3/4S for demonstrating resilience to join in and participate with a smile on her 
face in Physical Education  

Auslan Audrey D 1/2C for always coming to Auslan with a smile on your face and enthusiasm to 
learn. Keep it up!  

STEAM Lily M 1/2P- for the fantastic way you worked cooperatively to complete our building 
challenge 

Ailey W 1/2P- for the fantastic way you worked cooperatively to complete our 
building challenge 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Toot Toot Awards 
To Be Presented Monday 20th March 

PHB Hudson B for having such a positive attitude in the classroom and for always trying his 
best with every learning task. Great effort Hudson!  

PJM Oliver B for being a helpful, respectful and thoughtful member of our class. Well done!  

1/2A Aria F - for being a persistent runner at Cross Country and having lots of fun!  

1/2C Lilly Rose M for her fantastic effort to break words into syllables! Well Done, Lily!  

1/2G Joe R for making a great effort to get involved and make valuable contributions during 
class discussions.  

1/2P Jada R for your amazing effort to read regularly at home. Well Done!  

1/2S Archer W for your amazing problem solving skills during maths. You always try your best. 
Well done!  

3/4D Darcy M for his constant care of other students and always willing to help out his 
mate. Well done mate!  

3/4H Hunter M for his outstanding ability to make positive peer connections and always willing 
to help other students when they are having difficulty regulating themselves.  

3/4M Amelia K for consistently demonstrating a give it a go attitude and always trying your 
best. Well done!  

Levi. S for his outstanding effort when completing his NAPLAN writing task 
giving 100% effort the whole time.  

3/4S Ava D for putting her best effort into consistently reading at home.  

5/6H Callum S for his cheerfulness and always recognising and complementing his peers on 
their efforts and standard of work each day. 

5/6K Evelyn Z for always completing her homework to a high standard each week. Amazing 
effort Evelyn!  

5/6M Connor B for his consistently great attitude and effort towards his learning. Well done 
Connor!  

5/6P Noah M for demonstrating student agency in Math and challenging his own learning. 
Well done, keep it up Noah!  

Abby K for volunteering her time to help sort and return books to the shelves in the 
library. Thank you Abby!  

Art Prep M for fantastic listening and following instructions in their first painting session. 
Well done!  

PE 5/6H for their support of each other during 200m running practice for Athletics Day.  

Auslan Jenson G 5/6P for your fantastic use of non-manual features when you described the rain 
in Auslan.  

Lily M 1/2P for consistently coming to Auslan ready to learn and with a smile on your 
face.  

STEAM Heidi B 5/6H for your creative ideas when building an arcade game  
Isla B 5/6H for your creative ideas when building an arcade game 
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Dave and Carolyn, two of our wonderful ES assisting the 5/6 students with the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden program. Dave and Carolyn attended a day of professional 
learning on the program recently. We thank them for all they do!  
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The Ranges Music Network is excited to become a part of the Romsey Primary School 
community offering a diverse and engaging range of music programs.  From our Group 
programs in Keyboard, Guitar, Harp, Ukulele, Bass, Woodwinds, Brass, Drums, Violin to 
our mini-bands (Discovery, Rhythm Warriors & Groovers) and after school bands (Classic 
Rock, Senior Band & Drum Squad) -- you're sure to find something for everyone! 
 
All group and ensemble programs run for 40 minutes and are $28 / week for your first 
musicians and $18 / week for each additional musician in your family! 
More information on how to sign up on the Romsey Primary School home page at 
https://rangesmusic.net/rps 
 
Shaun Evans, Program Director 
 
Ranges Music Network 
A music social-enterprise serving the Macedon Ranges 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

On Thursday 9th and 10th of March, we held our annual school cross country morning on a nice and 
sunny days. The atmosphere on both days was very positive and the culture we are building with the 
right attitude to sports days is exciting. The level of participation and resilience displayed was terrific 
and we can all be proud of the efforts put in on both days. 
Across the two days, house points were earned and McIntyre was the winning house team for Cross 
Country. Congratulations to the individual winners of all of the age groups, these were celebrated at a 
special assembly held in the gym. 
For the 3-6 students, the opportunity to qualify for the district event was up for grabs and Mr Milsom 
will catch up with students about this as the next event at Hanging Rock is the first week back after the 
holidays. Running club is on second half of every Tuesday lunch and it is important to be able to run 
the majority of the races when you get to the next level. 

REGION SWIMMING 
On Tuesday 14th of March, the region swimming championships were held in Swan Hill with the chance 
to qualify for the state finals. Rosie G and Summer W were representing the school and themselves with 
both girls swimming personal best times. Whilst they did not win their event, both girls should be very 
proud of what they have achieved. Congratulations Rosie and Summer  



 

 

 
 
 
On Friday 3rd March students and staff have participated in Clean Up Schools Australia Day. 
We collected lots of litter and are so happy to be taking care our school yard and ensuring that 
our rubbish doesn’t end up in our waterways. You can help us maintain our litter free yard by 
sending nude food lunches to school with your child.  
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