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Our School Values Are: Respect Integrity Responsibility

Romsey Primary School is an inclusive and empowering learning community which fosters confident,
creative, caring, curious and collaborative learners who “dare to be excellent”.

COMING EVENTS
MARCH

Wednesday 3rd:
School photo day—please
note change of date
Winter jacket orders close

Wednesday 27th:
School Council
Annual General Meeting 6:30pm
Thursday 28th:
Sausage Sizzle orders close

Friday 5th:
Sausage Sizzle Day
Easter Bonnet Parade 9am
Easter raffle drawn
Last day of Term 1
Dismissal 2.30pm

APRIL

Tuesday 23rd:
First day Term 2

Friday 22nd:
School Cross Country day 9-1pm
(Back up day Monday 25th)

Tuesday 2nd:
District Cross Country

Thursday 25th:
ANZAC Day public holiday

MAY

Wednesday 8th:
Curriculum Day—Berry Street training

IN JUNE:

CCC-Thursday 13 June 9am, Friday
14 June 2:30pm.
CCC- Evening session Thursday 13
June 6:30pm.

Our Bush Dance was a huge hit with students and their families last Friday night. Behind the scenes our wonderful parent volunteers and staff, who gave up their time to help, made sure that hungry and thirsty dancers were well looked
after. Thank you to all those people for your support.

Mrs Peavey’s Post
School Matters

Family Bush Dance

Thank you to everyone who attended the Family Bush Dance, it was a great
night with families including grandparents enjoying spending time together. We
had over 250 attend the night. Thank you to the staff and the Kitchen Garden
Committee who provided the food for the evening, you all did a magnificent job.
The Billy Tea Bush Band were fantastic, engaging everyone in the dancing.
During the day the children had a great time learning the dances which they
shared with their families in the evening. Well done everyone.
We managed to raise just over $1000 from the sausage sizzle and baked
potatoes. What a fantastic effort!

Cordial, Cake and Conversation (CCC)

Today Mrs Nicholls and I conducted our first CCC for the Yr 5/6 children. We had over 40 attendees who gave up 30
mins of their lunchtime to talk with us about the school. The topics we spoke about were:

What the children are learning and their engagement in their learning.

Ways they can contribute more to the learning content.

Student activity and interactions in the playground.
Next Wednesday 27 March we will be running a session for the Yr3/4 children.

2019 School Council Elections and AGM

The results of the school council elections are in, thank you to everyone who voted. Congratulations to the following
successful candidates, Vanessa Carew, Danielle (Dee) Gillham, Amanda Lepore, Jacqueline Deppeler, Christal
Weaver and Brooke Whyte. I thank everyone for their willingness to dedicate time to our school community. The AGM
will be held at 6:30pm on Wednesday 27 March. All parents and caregivers are invited to attend.

Parent Committee

Last Friday the second AGM for Parent Committee was able to fill all of the positions to form a committee for 2019 after
14 people attended the meeting. Congratulations to the following office bearers. President- Emma Scott. VicePresident-Wendy Sheppard. Secretary- Jacinda Goodison Treasurer-Jessica Dooley. The new committee will issue a
list of their events for the year over the coming weeks. I thank these people for stepping up to lead a vital part of our
school community. We hope other parents and care-givers will be able to contribute in other ways such as manning
stalls, purchasing for events, cooking, distributing raffle tickets etc to share the workload. Please let the office know if
you are willing to help but are unable to attend meetings.

ANZAC DAY- 25 April

We invite all families to attend the ANZAC Service with us on ANZAC Day in Lancefield, the service starts at 8:30 am.
Our school leaders and choir will be involved on the day. ANZAC Day is the first Thursday back in Term 2.

RPS Student Development Fund – Applications closed today
Modelling Safety
We are asking parents and caregivers to model safe behaviour around vehicles before and after school. We have a
number of families crossing the road and not using the crossing, especially near the bus parking area. We also have
families dropping and picking children up at the crossing. We urge families even if you are late to park in the car bays
fully before letting children out of the car.
We also ask that families do not use the car parks as walking entrances and exits from the school. It is signposted that
the carparks are not for pedestrian access. We all want our children to develop safe habits and be safe near roads.

Learning News
Cross Country

Tomorrow is our Cross Country day and the weather is looking good for the event, Prep – 2 children are running
between 9:15am and 10:30am. Year 3-6 children between 11:15am and 12:50pm. Children are asked to wear runners/
sneakers for the event. They can also wear their house colours if they choose. All children will need to have their hats
for this event. Please provide sunscreen for your child as the weather looks as though it could be sunny.
The cross country will take place on the North Oval. You may like to bring along deck chairs or picnic rugs so you can
find a good viewing position. This year the children will stay insight around the North Oval and the Athletics Oval.
Classes and age groups will be called to the oval just before each of their events takes place.

Bullying No Way – National Day of Action

On Friday 15 March the whole school was involved in the Bullying No Way’, the National Day of Action. This day is
part of our Respectful Relationship curriculum and our overall school approach to improving student safety and connectedness to school. Please see activities which the classes were involved in. Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behaviour that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time. We do not tolerate bullying at our school and we are urging children and families to speak with
classroom teachers if they believe bullying is taking place. We are unable to take action if we are unaware of the behaviour.

It is Harmony Week

Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for
everyone, which sits alongside our school vision and mission statement, RPS is an inclusive and empowering learning
community which fosters confident, creative, caring, curious and collaborative learners who “dare to be excellent”.
Our children have been involved in activities this week focused on celebrating the diversity in our community.
Keep up your curiosity and be a learner

Loren Peavey
Parent Committee
Easter Raffle

A note and some raffle tickets have gone
home to each family today with details about
our ever popular Easter Raffle.
It would be great if all families could make a
small Easter-themed donation to go into the hampers that
will be raffled at assembly on Friday April 5th (last day of
term 1). Remember—the more donations we receive the
more prizes there will be! Donations might include Easter
eggs, soft toys (rabbits, chicks etc), Easter activities, baskets
and so on. Donations are needed no later than Tuesday
April 2nd. They can be dropped off in your child’s classroom
or the office.
Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. If you require extra tickets
they will be available from the office. All tickets (sold or
unsold) and money must be returned to the office by
Wednesday April 3rd.
We will also be having an Easter
Bonnet Parade at assembly on the
last day of term. So start thinking about
and making your Easter Bonnet for this
day!

Sports Report

Division Swimming
Carnival – Bendigo

Emily Wilmann recently
represented the school
at the Division Swimming Carnival in
Bendigo competing in and winning the
9/10 age group races for 50 metres
freestyle and 50 metres backstroke.
Emily came 2nd in both of her events
today at the Region Swimming Carnival in Swan Hill.
What a fantastic achievement Emily, well done!

School Cross Country

The cross country will be run this Friday
on the Athletics track oval and on the
oval/soccer ground adjoining the school
and the oval.
Prep – 2 run 600m starting at 9.30
9-10 age group 2km starting at 11.20
11-12/13 age group 3km starting by
around 12.00
Be sure to wear your runners and your house
colours, and bring your sun hat! Parents may wish to
apply sunscreen to their children for t his event.

NetSetGo

Junior Netball Program
A fun introduction to skills and games for girls and boys aged 5—9
Commences Term 2. Please contact Hope Evans for more information on 0439 344 411

Semper Dental Follow Up

We are advised that Semper Dental will shortly be forwarding follow up information for the parents of
children who were assessed by this service at school. Please watch your child’s bag for this information.

Winter Jackets

Please be advised that orders for the winter jackets close on Wednesday April 3rd. No late orders can be
accepted.

Awards to be Presented Monday
March 25th:
Organisation:

Awards Presented Monday March 18th (winners are
pictured above):
Organisation:
Jamie H. 1/2SH (Visual Art) for coming to Art organised and ready to learn.
Confidence:
Thomas D. 1/2SH for his attention to the correct
letter formation during handwriting lessons.
Ty R. 1/2MC for confidently showing his art for
Show and Tell.
Ryan H. 1/2 MK for his great work making 2 digit
numbers with MAB.
Persistence:
Marcus G. 5/6DM for persisting and trying his
best at all learning tasks.
Bella P. Prep EM (STEAM) for working hard and
not giving up in her team challenge.
Kyra J. 3/4LS for the improvement in her narrative writing. You have been thinking about paragraphs. Well done!
Juniper D. 5/6SD for trying hard and persisting in
Physical Education
Resilience:
Juniper D. 5/6SD for displaying a positive work
attitude and resilience in all that you do.
Milika F. 3/4 for showing resilience in Physical
Education
Getting Along:
Klem E. 5/6LD for demonstrating care and respect to a fellow peers.
Meleigh H. Prep MS (STEAM) for her contribution
and inclusion of everyone in a group challenge.
Tamati G. 3/4AG for demonstrating kindness by
helping his peers with their learning.

Bendigo Bank: Proud sponsors of our
You Can Do It! Program

Ani G. 1/2 MC for concentrating on her handwriting and her neat bookwork.
Jay A .1/2 MK for listening to instructions and
therefore able to complete tasks in the allocated
time.
Imogen B. 1/2SH for the extra effort she is putting into word study practice at home, great organisation of her time.
Imogen C. 5/6LD for being organised for each
session and having all materials on her table
quickly.
Josie L. 5/6LD for being organised for each
session and having all materials on her table
quickly.
Zak M. 5/6SD for being organised with his own
work materials and class property.

Confidence:

Imogen S. 5/6DM for her increased confidence
and success when participating in whole class discussions. Well done!
Ruby M. 3/4FH for showing confidence in her
running ability during Cross Country practice
Serina H. PEM for always trying your best and
completing every task with a smile. Well done!

Persistence:

Rocky I. 3/4AG for daring to be excellent while
expanding numbers in Maths. Well done!
Talia V. 3/4FH for working tough on renaming 2
digit numbers. Amazing effort!
Hunter J. Prep/1 JP for attempting to listen to
sounds when writing. Great work Hunter!

Getting Along:

Sophie F. Prep MS for being a great supportive
friend
Ryleigh W. 3/4AG (STEAM) for working well to
help his group achieve a goal.
Alastair M. 3/4AG (STEAM) for working well to
help his group achieve a goal.
Aiden S. 3/4AG (STEAM) for working well to
help his group achieve a goal.
Archie J. 3/4AG (STEAM) for working well to
help his group achieve a goal.
RJ S. 3/4LS for helping students in our class
navigate a computer site – displaying our YCDI
keys of Getting Along and Confidence and our
school values Responsibility and Respect.
Bailey K. 1/2MK (Visual Art) – for helping a
classmate who was stuck on a tricky part.
Congratulations everyone and apologies to parents and students for omitting the awards from last
week’s newsletter.

Friday 15th March was the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence.
We are proud to inform our school community that our school, as well as 5,726 other Australian schools, are official NDA (National Day of Action) schools in 2019 and are part of a nationwide movement celebrating this year's
theme of Bullying. No Way! Take action every day.
The NDA gives schools the chance to take action and empower young people to be part of the solution when addressing bullying in their school community. It provides an opportunity to focus on bullying and the changes we can all
make to help create safer communities for everyone.
Last Friday every class participated in activities to support ‘Bullying No Way!! Classes watched videos, had in depth
discussions and made posters in support of ‘Bullying No Way!’ As an NDA school we are committed to provide students with opportunities to learn and practise effective strategies for responding if they are bullied and if they see bullying happening to someone else.
Please ask your children about the activities they did in their classrooms last Fridays.
We encourage all families to visit the Bullying No Way website at www.bullyingnoway.gov.au for information.

Students working on their posters to get the Bullying no Way! Message across.

Today the 21st of March is Harmony Day. It is a day of cultural respect for
everyone who calls Australia home – from the traditional owners of this land to
those who have come from many countries around the world.
Our cultural diversity is one of Australia’s greatest strengths and is at the heart of
who we are. It makes Australia a great place to live.
Here are some fascinating statistics about Australia’s diversity:

nearly half (49 %) of Australians were born overseas or have at least one
parent who was







we identify with over 300 ancestries
since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia
85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia
apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are
Mandarin, Arabic, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/Filipino,
Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi
more than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia.

For more information visit Harmony Day website https://www.harmony.gov.au/

HELP WANTED

Relabelling the take home reading books
DAY- MONDAYS
TIME- FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME YOU CAN COMMIT TO DURING
THE HOURS OF 9-12.50.
CONTACT: The office or Mrs Hoctor-Turner in room 7
Many hands make light work!!!

Easter Raffle
The money raised from the Easter raffle will go towards purchasing a set of 6 BeeBots and docking station. The cost of one set of 6 Bee-bots is $634ex GST.

Bee-Bot
Bee-Bot is an exciting robot designed specifically for use by young children. This
colourful, easy-to-operate, and friendly little robot is a perfect tool for teaching
sequencing, estimation, problem-solving, and just having fun!
Sturdy construction and colourful design entice children to put Bee-Bot through its
paces. Directional keys are used to enter up to 40 commands which send Bee-Bot
forward, back, left, and right. Pressing the green GO button starts Bee-Bot on its
way. Bee-Bot blinks and beeps at the conclusion of each command to allow
children to follow Bee-Bot through the program they have entered and then
confirms its completion with lights and sound. Children want to use Bee-Bot over
and over and are inspired to enter ever more creative and complex command
sequence

Community Newsletter
April 2019

2019 funding program opening 1 April
Local groups and organisations with a great idea for a project or activity are encouraged to consider applying for financial assistance via Council’s new and improved Community Funding Scheme, opening on Monday 1 April.
The Community Funding Scheme is Council’s annual grants program for not-for-profit community groups
and organisations of all sizes, and offers financial assistance of up to $12,000 for a variety of projects and
activities.
Applications are invited that align with one of the following funding streams:
Community and cultural development projects
Enhancing the effectiveness of local community groups
Supporting local environmental priorities
Enhancing community places and infrastructure (this stream has been previously known as the Places
for People funding program).
The aim of the recent merge of the Places for People funding program into the Community Funding Scheme
was to improve consistency, achieve efficiencies in resources and streamline the process for applicants.
Applications for the program open on Monday 1 April and close Tuesday 30 April 2019.
For more information on the Community Funding Scheme, guidelines or application forms visit
mrsc.vic.gov.au/Community-Funding-Scheme or call 5422 0206.
Grant writing workshop
A free grant writing workshop to assist community groups and organisations in preparing their application
will be held on Thursday 28 March at 6.30pm at Kyneton Mechanics Institute, 81 Mollison Street, Kyneton.
This workshop will be delivered by external consultants who provide training and resources for the not-forprofit sector, with Council staff available to answer questions.
To attend the workshop, contact Kerry on 5422 0337 or kmoore@mrsc.vic.gov.au

Camp out under the stars at Hanging Rock
Get back to basics and spend the night sleeping under the stars at Hanging Rock’s annual camp out on Saturday 6 April.
For one night only, a limited number of campers are invited to pitch a tent at the base of the Rock and soak
up the mystery and magic of this unique nature feature after dark.
Campers can set up from 4pm on Saturday and are encouraged to bring a tent, sleeping gear, torch, deck
chairs, food and drink.
The local SES is providing a barbecue dinner on Saturday evening, followed by a guided night walk at
7.30pm with the park’s ranger to explore the reserve’s flora and fauna.
Bookings are essential, and can be made online at mrsc.vic.gov.au/CampOut.
Camping fees are $23 per adult, $13 per child and $59 per family. School and organised groups are also
welcome to attend. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.
For more information, call 5421 1468.

School Photo Day

School photo day is Wednesday April 3rd.

Photo order packs have been sent home. Please do not lose these as they are coded
individually for each child. Please also read the ordering and payment instructions on the
envelopes very carefully.
All orders and payments are made direct to the photographers. This can be done:

Online using the student unique code on their order envelope. If you lose your
envelope you cannot order online but you can obtain a replacement envelope from
the office. (Don’t forget to send the envelope to school on photo day).
or

On photo day when each child must bring their own photo envelope. If you are paying cash on the
day you must send the correct money with each of your children—the photographers do not give
change and change is not available from the office.
All complaints or disputes must also be directed to the photographers.

DO NOT SEND ORDERS OR PAYMENTS TO THE OFFICE.
Order packs for family photos are available from the office.
All students are required to wear school uniform for school photos.

Sausage Sizzle Day

Friday April 5th (last day of Term 1) is Sausage Sizzle Day.

Order forms have been sent home with students. Please place your orders by the due date which is Thursday March 28th.
Late orders will not be accepted. Regular lunch orders are not available on this day.

Changing the Climate Conference
On Thursday the 14th and Friday the 15th of March, Mrs Stewart and myself attended the ‘Changing the Climate conference’. It was
the first time that over 1000 primary teachers, secondary teachers, school leaders, School support staff and Early childhood practitioners were all together to discuss how to build and sustain positive climates for learning.
There were 4 main themes that the conference focussed on, these were Behavioural science, Interventions, Outcomes and Systems change.
1. Behavioural science: focusing on functional behaviour assessment, preventing problem behaviour through redesigning
school environments, actively teaching desirable behaviours, and responding to problem behaviours in an informed way.

2. Interventions: supporting school staff to implement interventions, using interventions that build meaningful skills for students,
using multiple interventions accurately, and measuring outcomes

3. Outcomes: values are used to guide the development of goals, positive behaviours must accompany reductions in problem
behaviour, academic success also determines effectiveness of interventions, and outcomes have to be durable for students across
contexts
Systems change: school culture for behaviour change, leadership support, school policy and operations, and team-based decision making for student support
We participated in plenary sessions where we heard from experts in the field of School Wide Positive Behaviours (SWPB) then
took part in workshops where we were able to refine our understandings and discuss how Romsey Primary School is going on our
SWPB journey. The other schools were very impressed with our “Toot Toots!”
Some of the presenters that attended were: Susan Barrett, Brian Gaunt, Don Kincaid, Tim Lewis, Rachel Freeman, Wayne Sailor,
Mary-Louise Hemmeter, Steve Goodman, Shiralee Poed and George Sugai.
Wayne Sailor and George Sugai were amongst the founders of PBIS in America so it was very exciting to hear them speak about
how far schools in America have come along in their journeys.
Mrs Stewart and I have come back with lots of ideas to help support our SWPB journey and we look forward to building on our
current practices. It was clear how important student voice is, being consistent, using data to support our work and also ensuring
that we are supporting both students and teachers in this learning journey.
If you would like to have a look at some of the work that we looked at them please check out the following websites:
www.Flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu
www.swiftschools.org
Mrs Nicholls

Romsey Primary School
PREP INFORMATION SESSIONS AND SCHOOL TOUR
DATES FOR 2020
ENROLMENTS
Information Session & Tour
Date:
Wednesday 29th May 2019
Time:
6:45pm – 8.00pm
Venue:
Library
Information Session & Tour
Date:
Thursday 30th May 2019
Time:
9.15am – 10.30am
Venue:
Library
Prep Tours
Date:
Tuesday 4h June 2019
Time:
9.15am – 10.00am
Venue:
Office
Date:
Time:
Venue:

Wednesday 5th June 2019
9.15am – 10.00am
Office

Information Session for families enrolled for Prep 2020
Date:
Tuesday 22nd October 2019
Time:
7.00pm – 8.00pm
Venue:
Library
Date:
Time:
Venue:

Wednesday 23rd October 2019
9:15am – 10:15am
Library

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Romsey Primary School is excited to be participating. The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a
set number of books by 6 September 2019.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier
and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
If your child is interested in participating in the Premiers Reading Challenge in 2019 please complete the following form and return it to the office or Mrs. Coffey Room 8

My child is interested in taking part in the Premiers Reading Challenge.
Childs name:

Class:

